VERMONT 48CHARCLOGICAL SGCIELY

Pellowing Lhe "inigial meeting oc April 26 of people interested in the
possibility of a state archaeological socicty in Vermeni, a Stesring Ucamikiee
held a series cf meetings and established the orgonizaticnal {iamework of the
Scciety.

The Steering Comaibtee first elected the following offizovs fvom thelr
number: Chairman, Ralph Roberts; Vice Chairmen, Jeseph Fevecki: Secrvesory,

H. N, Malier; and Treasurer, Durweod Smith, The Casmaitcee then drafsce =he

",

Society's statoment of purpose, which subsequently became zhe Scciety's

Articies of Asscciation., The legal proceedings were tandled by Extham snd East-

man in Burlington, and on June 7, the Verment Axchaeclegical Sccisty was incere

porated and we fully expect to beceme a tax-exempt organization within a few

months, The one point of conéroversy over the Articles of Association coucerned

the question of the Scciety'’s influenciﬁg legislation to bring aboui much needed

antiquities lsws, In Mr, Eastman®s opinion auy statement that in:luded influence

on legislation would endanger the incorporation procecdings as well as the Soclety®s

tau=-cxempt statuvs, Thus, any attempt to encourage antiquity legislavion will “

have to be done on an individual basis, rather than as a function of the Sceciety,
The Coumititee contacted a number of state archaeclogical sccieties and other-

organizaticns asking their advice about the problems of crganization. »Mr. Donald

. Milder and Dr. Maurice Robbims of the Massachusetts Archiazclogical Socieny,

Dr. Lucien Hanks of the Vermont Academy of Aris and SciéncesD ¥Mr. P. Schuyler

Miller and Mys., Vivien Marshall c¢f The Scciety for Pennsylvania fic

and Mx. K, ¥, Russell of the Arzchaeclogical Scciedy of ierviand were especially

alpful,

The Chawiman of the Steerring Comidtee traveiled (o wmeny parts of VesvonT



n2 -

to talk about the Society, speak to prospective membeis, and collect site
survey records, He was very cordially veceived and found a great deal of
enthusiasm for archaeology.

After deciding on the matters of purposes and incoi'peraiion, the Sieering
Committec considered by-laws, A sub-comuittee on by-lawvs was formed and afier
Aeveral meetings their work was comsidered and agread upcn at the meeting of
the Steering Committee held on June &,

At the next meeting scheduled for June 25, ihe Stecving Commitier will
consider a petition for membership in the Eastern EStates Archaeclogical Federa-
tion, The President of the Federation has already oxtended the Society an
invitation to become a weltber. Membership in the Federziion would entitie all
members of the Society to ?ecieve and submit publications tc all the state
societies that are part of the Federation., The Steering Committee will also
consider future planning: the first anrual meeting; the elections of officers
and a Beoard of Trusﬁaes; and summer acﬁivit:ies° Scme of the suggested activities
are the creation of an archaeological field schocl and a symposium includihg
both professionals and amateurs,

The decisions of the Steering Coumittee and notices of all meetings and

activitées of the Society will be regularly sent to the members,

H. N, Muller,
Secretary





